What Has Gone Before (a prequel)... 


Lucien Cathal, paladin of Hieroneous _ Roarn Stonehearth, dwarven fighter Verena Mornbringer, elven ranger 


Eight months ago... Lumari, a female wood elf, and Cerin, a male dark elf (drow), were 
caught in a rendezvous by her father, Aurric Whitewind. Aurric’s guards quickly subdued her 
dark lover, while his spellcaster induced Lumari into a temporal stasis to prevent her escape. 
At that moment, Cerin’s men in hiding produced themselves in a surprise attack. They barely 
escape after freeing Cerin, but are unable to retrieve the imprisoned Lumari. 


So that Lumari could not be taken from him until his return, Cerin had his spellcaster, 
Terannkis, place a curse upon Lumari. If she were taken from this particular hiding place, the 
dead throughout the Phostwoods would rise in fifteen day's time to destroy the forest and its 
inhabitants. 


Fearing this outcome, Aurric was forced to keep his daughter in her temporal stasis, con- 
stantly guarded so that the stasis could not be dispelled until after the curse could be lifted. 


Three days ago... Cerin and a small band of bandits attacked the wood elf colony, extin- 
guished the spell, and took Lumari away to the caves where he dwells with Abehaan-Vrre, a 
human obsessed with crushing the Phostwood elves. 


Now... Aurric Whitewind has sent Lucien, Roarn and Verena, along with Lumari's brother 
Caddal, to locate Lumari and return her before the curse takes effect. First, they intend to 
locate past associate and rogue Kiernan Ornarus, then locate Krysanya the scyer, in hopes 
that she can tell them where Lumari is being held. But almost as soon as they set out on the 
trail, Caddal accuses his new allies of being spies! 
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ANY: THE INFIDELS 


HAVE BEEN DEALT 
. \\ WITH. 
SS , \ INFORM MY 
y, ~\ FATHER THAT THE TASK 
Wi a (S DONE 
* 


RETURN, SEARCH THE ‘ i Fa ae 
PERIMETER OF THE tie an cae 
FOREST. i e 


FIND ANY, BRING 
THEIR HEADS 
TO ME. 


QUICK AND QUIETLY. 
THEY JUST DISPOSED OF 
THOSE POOR SAPS THINKING THEY 
WERE ONE OF US. 


NOT 
SHARING THEIR 
FATE! 


THERE'S NO 
TELLING WHAT REWARDS 
ABEHHAN-VRRE WILL BESTOW 
UPON US FOR OUR VALUABLE 
INFORMATION! 


1 HOPE 
HE'S FEELING MORE 
THAN GENEROUS 
TODAY. 
I HEARD THE 
LAST "REWARD" HE 
GAVE OUT TO SOMEONE 
WAS AN EXTRA HOUR 
OF SLEEP. 


HEHEHE 
AND WE CAN GET 
THAT NHILE WE'RE 
ON DUTY. 


VERENA AND T 
CONCENED THE IDEA FOR 


ARE STILL TEEMING WITH 
CERIN'S SPIES. THE REST OF US ARE NOT 
IT'S GUARANTEED Be ANARE OF-1S THAT 
THAT WE WERE ENDERSTOOU 
BEING WATCHED. 


WITH LUCK, IT 

‘SENT THEM INTO A FEARFUL 
RETREAT, AT LEAST FOR 
ALITTLE WHILE. 
OUR DEPARTURE 
MUST BE MADE IN SECRET IF 
OUR SURPRISE RESCUE |S TO. 
STAY A SURPRISE. 


JUST BECAUSE YOUR 
FATHER IS THE ONE HANDING 
OVER THE REWARD DOES NOT 
GIVE YOU FREE REIGN TO PLAY, 

WITH OUR LIVES. 


FINE, ENOUGH 
BICKERING. EVERY USELESS 
WORD LITTERED |S A SECOND 
OF MY PEOPLE'S LIVES 
THROWN AWAY. 


LUCIEN, I PROMISE. 
FROM HERE ON OUT WE WILL 
WORK AS WE HAVE IN THE 
PAST...AS A TEAM. 


JUST LIKE THAT —— 
TIME YOU APPARENTLY ‘AS YOU WISH. 
"DIED," VERENA? THIS ELVEN NOW, AS I SAlD, LET'S. 
TRICKERY IS GETTING GET MOVING. 

ON MY NERVES. 


HAPPENS AGAIN, T'LL 
BE RIDING IN A DIFFEREN 
DIRECTION. 


THE MEN ARE 
GETTING ANXIOUS, 
ABEHHAN-VRRE. 


! 
IT WILL BECOME 
A TASK JUST TO KEEP 
THEM FROM FIGHTING EACH 
OTHER IF THEY DON'T SEE 


OH! I'M SO 
SORRY. I WAS JUST 
HUNGRY AND WAS LOOKING 
FOR SOMETHING 


OFFER DION'T LOOK...1’M 
SORRY...ALL THAT 


YOU, MY DEAR! PLEASE... 
COME IN. 


\ 


HAHAHA, MY 
DEAR, THAT IS BECALISE 


PLEASE, SIT AND DINE WITH 
US INSTEAD. 

I BELIEVE THE ie 
EXQUISITE OFFERINGS OF 
THIS TABLE WILL SATISFY 
YOUR PALATE IN A MORE 

DIVINE MANNER. 


ON THE 
CONTRARY. LET THEM 


THEM HARDENED 
AND READY TO 
FIGHT. 


WE WERE 
MERELY TALKING 
AS DRUNKEN 


MIND AND EAT 
YOUR FILL, FAIR 


i) 


THANK YOU, 
MILORD. YOU ARE TOO, 


IS IN ABEHHAN-VRRE'S | 


P THERE 
WILL ALWAYS BE LITTLE BEST INTERESTS, NOT 


DISAGREEMENTS WITHIN, 
A FAMI 


MUST WE 
HEAR THIS AGAIN? WILL 
THIS NALISEATING BICKERING, 
EVER STOP? ze 


GONTOM, YOUR 
ALLEGIANCE ANDO DEVOTION 
IS NOT IN QUESTION. NEITHER 
IS CERIN'S. 


y L2G | | 
AS FAR AS I'M 
CONCERNED, LUMARI |S 
CERIN'S REWARD FOR 
COUNTLESS INSTANCES 
OF LOYALTY. 


NOW, SINCE 
WE'RE ALL HERE, 
LET Us DISCUSS OUR 
UPCOMING COUP IN THE 
PHOSTWOODS. 


I HAVE TO . 
BE HONEST WITH YOU. T HATE 
LIVING HERE. 

UNDERNEATH 

THE WORLD ABOVE. 

UNDERNEATH THE 

ANIMALS TREADING 
ABOVE US. 


IT WOULD 
BE AN ABSOLUTE 
HONOR. 


UNDERNEATH 
THE DIRT. 


THE PHOSTWOODS 
ARE THE PERFECT STAGING POINT TO 
AMASS OUR ARMIES. 
WITH THE GRIFF 
MOUNTAINS AND THE RAKERS 
TO THE NORTH AND THE EAST, 
THE PHOSTWOODS ARE BOTH 
PROTECTED AND EASILY 
DEFENDED. MY ATTACK ON 
THE PHOSTWOODS HAS BEEN 
PLANNED FOR YEARS. 
IN ORDER TO 
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST 
THE PHOSTWOOD ELVES, WE 
WOULD HAVE TO WAIT MUCH 
LONGER STILL. 


HOWEVER, THANKS: 
TO FATE STEPPING IN WITH 
LUMARI'S IMPRISONMENT AND 
CONSEQUENT CURSE. 


BE AMASSED AND READY 


FOR MY FINAL CONQUEST IN} 
ALMOST FIVE DAY'S TIME 
WITH THE ARMY I 
NOW HAVE... 


..ALONG WITH 
THE UNDEAD THAT 
WILL SOON ARISE, OUR 


ASSURED. 


MY ABILITY 
TO SWAY AND COMMAND 
THE WILL OF THE UNDEAD WILL 
ALMOST TRIPLE THE MANPOWER, 
THAT I ALREADY 
POSSESS 
IN FACT, BY 
THE TIME WE ARRIVE, 
KTHE BATTLE MAY NEARLY] 
BE OVER! 


AND WHEN T 
‘MOVE INTO A NEW HOME, 
I LIKE TO START FRESH, 
CLEAN AND NEW. 
THAT CANNOT 
HAPPEN LINTIL EVERY 
SINGLE LIVING, BREATHING ELF, 
HALFLING, HUMAN, CREATURE 
AND MUSHROOM IS LAID WASTE, 
UNDER MY BOOT. 


VICTORY IS COMPLETELY, 


NOW, LET US 
EAT AND CELEBRATE OUR 
UPCOMING VICTORY. 


VERENA AND I 
WILL WAIT OUT HERE 
WHILE YOU FIND YOUR 
J FRIEND. 


I'M NOT 


THINGS BY TESTING 
LOCAL LAW. 


DON'T 
He" 


suppose 


ULING. Ou 
on wl A 


. 


KIERNAN 


ORNARLIS! WHERE ARE 
YOU, YOU SLIMY MUD 
hoy CRAWLER?!? 
eat 
the r 
rs 
+) fr 


I SUPPOSE IT'S THE 
NEXT BEST THING! 
HAHAHAHA! 


a fe 
Pea Irs re } 
A BATTLEFIELD, BUT ‘ 

} 
} 


y= 

4 THERE'S NO 
mt WAY ORNARLIS WOULD 
t cE. 


THERE YOU 
ARE! WHAT, YOU DON’T 
KNOW YOUR OWN NAME 
WHEN IT'S BEING 
CALLED? 


Vi es 
BEHIND AND. 


no 


WELL, ALL RIGHT! fi 


you, 
eae HAHAH AHAHAHAHAL A 


DWARF. 


4 
SOMETHING'S 7 ~~ z 
GOING ON INSIDE! 7 
HURRY, CADDAL!, a 
\ re 
S. 
ARE YOU 
SERIOUS?, 


VERENA, 
SIGN SAYS 
‘NO ELVES’. 


THIS WAS 
NOT PART OF 
THE DEAL. 
THis WAS A 
SIDE TRIP AND IT HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH ME, 
OR MY SISTER. 


WE'VE SET 7 
OUT FOR ONE DAY AND 
ALREADY THEY SQUANDER 
WHAT LITTLE TIME 
I HAVE. 


HOW DID 
YOU KNOW WHERE TO. 
FIND ME? 


SIMPLE. I ASKED. 
AROUND. WHEN ASKED 
WHY I WANTED TO KNOW, I 
SIMPLY SAID I WANTED 
TO KILL YOU. 
THE LOCALS 
WERE MORE THAN HAPPY 
TO POINT ME IN ALIKELY. 
DIRECTION. 


SO, WE RESCUE 
THE DAMSEL, KILL THE 
BAD PEOPLE, AND MAKE IT 


AND THIS REWARD 
IS GOING TO BE MORE 
THAN WHAT I’D GET 
DRAGGIN’ ALL THOSE 
BOLUNTIES |N?. 


MORE, BUT ENOUGH OF 
THAT NOW. I'D LIKE YOU. 
TO MEET CADDAL 


“f 


= ee 
MY CONDOLENCES. 


END OF HIS DRAWN OUT 
STORIES. IT MUST HAVE BEE! 
HORRIFYING. 


ACTUALLY, I 


COULD BE CONTAINED IN A 
DWARF’S BODY. 


YES, AND SS 

UNFORTUNATELY FOR Us, 
WITH ROARN THAT WIND 
COMES OLIT AT EITHER 4 


T HEARD THE 
STORIES OF YOU, 


WHICH BASICALLY 
MEANS THAT THOSE STUPID 
ELVES HAVE NO IDEA WHO'S 
REALLY BEHIND THIS AND WHERE 


WE ARE, RIGHT? . 


t OKAY. WE SAW 
THE PHOSTWOOD ELVES 
KILL OFF SOME TRAVELERS 

WHO WEREN'T EVEN ONE 
OF US, RIGHT? 


You 
HAVE VISITORS, 


I DON'T THINK 
THEY YET UNDERSTAND HOW 
THIS NEW INVENTION CALLED 
A "DOOR WORKS 


S-SIR..WE 
HAVE NEWS FROM THE 
PHOSTWOOD: 


S THE ELVEN 


COLONY CAN'T HAVE A 


OR WHO THEIR ENEMY 
REALLY IS. 

THEY EXECUTED 
RANDOM TRAVELERS THINKING 
THEY TOOK PART IN THE 
KIDNAPPING. 


WE CAME TO 
REPORT AS SOON AS 
THEY STARTED DISPATCHING 
SEARCH PARTIES TO 
COMB THE AREA. 


++:WHO ARE MY 
EYES IN THE PHOSTWOODS 
WHILE YOU ARE STANDING. 
HERE? 


GET BACK 
OUT THERE, YOU 
CRUSTED WORM! 

AND YOU! 


$0 You 


SIMPLY LEFT. THE 


BOTH OF YOU. 


Dip IT EVER 
OCCUR TO YOU THAT 
ONE OF YOU SHOULD HAVE 
STAYED BEHIND? THAT'S 
WHY I SENT TWO! 


AND SHOW REVERENCE. 
PLEASE. 


~ KRYSANYA IS 
BY WISE AND QUITE ADEPT, BLT 
mm SHE IS STILL A HUMAN AND 
AGES AS SUCH. 


ONLY ONE 
MAY ENTER. MORE AND I SHALL 
SWIM AWAY. 


YOU'RE FAMILIAR 
WITH HER. SHE CAN 
BE TRUSTED? 


SHE |S CRAZY. 
BUT WE HAVE LITTLE CHOICE IN 
THE MATTER. 


WE WON'T 
KNOW WHAT'S GOING 
ON IN THERE. 


AS I SAID, 

WE HAVE LITTLE ~ THE WICKED ‘ 

CHOICE. EYE HAD RULES YOU 
SAID WE SHOULD 


FOLLOW. 
WE'LL GIVE 
THE SAME RESPECT 
HERE. 


MY PEOPLE... 
MY SISTER... ARE 
DEPENDING ON 
EVERY MOVE WE 
MAKE. 


AND WE'RE 
RUNNING OUT 
OF TIME. 


YOU ASKED 
ME TO SIT; NOW YOU ASK 
ME TO ST, 


NOW 
SIT. ARE YOU 
DEAF? 
HAS THE 
WAX IN YOUR DIRTY EARS 
HARDENED? 


COME IN, ELF. 
SIT. STAND IF YOU WISH, 


COMFORTABLE. 


TF YOU 
STAND IT WILL MAKE 
ME SLEEPY. 


WITH WHAT YOU 
SEARCH FOR. 
I DON'T 
WANT TO PAY FOR 
IT 60 JUST G/VE 
IT TO ME. 


I HAVE BUT 
ONE THING LEFT OF 
MY SISTER. 


(OH, HUSH. IF 
YOU'RE SO FOND OF HAIR, I 
HAVE PLENTY GROWING ON MY. 
HEAD. SO DO YOU. 


AND WHEN I 
SLEEP, I SLUMBER FOR 
MINUTES ON END, AND YOU 
DON'T WANT THAT. 


C/uer HAIR I KEEP ENTWINED 
IN MY BRACELET. YOU MAY 


A LOCK OF 


NOT KEEP IT. 


BESIDES MY 


MEMORIES, THIS IS I AM INSANE, 


ALL I HAVE LEFT OF z ELF, NOT A FOOL. 
HER, SCRYER_ ALL... I , 
< HAVE LEFT OF ll p 
HER. : 


IF THAT IS 
WHERE T WILL FIND 


THIS WILL 
MORE THAN COMPENSATE 
YOU FOR YOUR TIME 
AND EFFORTS. 


~ \. YOU WILL FIND THE / 
SCREAMER. = 


FOR MORE... 
JUST ALITTLE MORE... 
T CAN TELL YOU 
MUCH MORE. 
MORE YOUR 
HEAD MIGHT WANT 
TO SOAK UP. 


WHEN YOU 
DO, YOU WILL GET 
YOUR PRECIOUS 


THERE'S NO 
NEED, WOMAN. T 
KNOW T WILL 
SAVE HER. 


Twit 
BRING HER 
HOME. 


I WAS HOPING 


TONIGHT, LUMAR. 
I ALREADY 


TO KEEP YOU AWAY 
FROM SOME OF THOSE 
AT THE DINNER TABLE 


KNOW THAT GONTOM DOESN'T 
FAVOR YOUR PRESENCE 
RE. 


AND FROM NOW 
ON, I'D RATHER BE 
WITH YOU WHEN YOU ROAM 
THESE CAVERNS INSTEAD 
OF YOU TREADING 
UNACCOMPANIED. 
THESE MAY 
BE MEN UNDER OUR 
COMMAND, BUT THEY ARE 


CERIN, 
IT ONLY MEANT TO. 
FIND YOU. ae 


I'VE BEEN 
APART FROM YOU FOR 


ARE TOGETHER AGAIN, EVEN 
MINUTES AWAY FROM YOU 
ARE AGONIZING. 


My LOVE, T 
ONLY DO THIS FOR YOUR 
PROTECTION. 
I WANT TO 
KEEP YOU AS FAR AWAY 
FROM THESE MEN AS 
POSSIBLE. 


ABEHHAN-VRRE 
IS NOT MY BETTER. HE 
IS MY PAWN. 


BUT WE WILL 
NOT BE AROUND THEM 
FOR LONG. 
ABEHHAN-VRRE 
WILL CLEANSE THE 
PHOSTWOODS. 
AND THAT 

IS WHEN PLANS WILL 
a CHANGE. 


WHEN YOU 
ARRIVE IN THE PHOSTWOODS, 
YOU WILL NOT DO 0 AS ITS 
WAYWARD DAUGHTER, 
BUT AS ITS NEWFOUND 
QUEEN. 


CONSPIRATORS. 
BUT THEY WILL 
ALL FOLLOW ME WHEN 
I HOLD HIS HEAD IN MY 


I HAVE MATTERS 
TO ATTEND TO, BUT I 
PROMISE TO RETURN SOON. WE 
CAN DISCUSS THESE PLANS 
FURTHER THEN. 


MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


